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Advantages
On the Internet, your website is out 
there for the whole world to see.  
A Web Page lends validation to your 
company just like the big boys @ 
IBM, Microsoft, Sears, etc.  
You can easily say “just go to my 
website” and see what I can do for 
you.
A website can act as your resume.



Domain & 
Domain Names

Can be anything you want and must be unique.
– Choose from .com, .net, .org, .biz, .info, .us, etc.  

A Domain name becomes your “Internet Name”.
– For example:

www.ebay.com is for on-line auctions 
www.nationalnotary.org is for all your notary 
information. 
Your domain will eventually become a site for you 
specifically.

You can go to www.whois.net and search 
domain names to see if the one you want to use 
is available for you to use. 



Web Hosting
This is a company that offers services to 
you…it keeps your site on the web 24/7. 

Without a Web Hosting Company you would 
need to have a computer connected to the 
Internet all day everyday (with a good solid 
fast connection – to be of any service to you).  
This would be called a Server. 

To be effective you would need another 
Server to be a backup in case the first one 
has problems.  This can be fairly expensive 
so a Web Hosting company provides this for 
you.  



Web Hosting
Cont’d

Most web hosting companies now offer the 
purchase of your Domain name as part of the 
cost for web hosting.
– For example: purchasing the Domain name 

through a web hosting company with a one 
year Hosting Plan, your Domain Name could 
cost you anywhere from  $7-$10 per month.  

– Some of these hosting sites are:  IPower, 
WEB.Com, GoDaddy etc. (there are many to 
choose from so do your homework). 

Look for the best price, don’t settle for the first 
one you see, find out what services are 
INCLUDED. 



Web Hosting
Cont’d

The cost for web hosting can be found from as 
low as $4 per month based on your needs. 

– Please bear in mind that this is the low end 
cost, additional services will be added to 
the cost.

Realistically you could expect to spend about 
$12-$20 per month for a Domain Name AND
Web Hosting Services. 

The key is to shop around and do your 
homework.  Great deals are out there to be 
had.



Web Hosting
Cont’d

Advantages of Hosting

– One of the hidden advantages of using Web 
Hosting Companies is Statistics.  Hosting 
companies give you a behind-the-scenes 
control panel.  The control panel will:

keep track of how many people visited 
your website

where they came from to get to your site.  

– So you can tell if they came to your site from 
your NNA profile, Google, or anywhere else. 



Hosting Services
E-mail
– Having a domain name will give you access 

to having your own e-mail address.  
Example: lizadams@mydomainname.com) 

– Most often e-mail accounts are part of basic 
service.  

– As many as 2500 e-mail accounts 
– This many email accounts may not be 

available in the $4 per month plans but more 
likely in the $6-$9 per month plans.  



Hosting Services
(Cont’d)

Growth
– After you have gotten used to having a 

domain and using the Hosting Service you 
may wish to dabble into one or more of the 
following areas

Chat
It provides a venue for communities of users 
with a common interest to communicate in real 
time. 
Most chat rooms don't require users to have 
any special software.  
Chat room users register for the chat room of 
their choice, choose a username and 
password, and log into a particular room. 



Hosting Services
(Cont’d)

To chat, users type a message into a text box. 
The message is almost immediately visible in 
the larger communal message area and other 
users respond.  
Chat rooms can be found that focus on virtually 
any aspect of human endeavor or interest: 
there are current communities based on 
classic movies, Irish ancestry, baton twirling, 
psychic readings and the list goes on.



FTP
– File Transfer Protocol (FTP), a standard 

Internet protocol, 

– is the simplest way to exchange files 
between computers on the Internet. 

– Web page files from their creator to the 
computer that acts as their server is for 
everyone on the Internet.

Hosting Services
(Cont’d)



FTP
– It's also commonly used to download

programs and other files to your computer 
from other servers. 

– Using FTP, you can also update (delete, 
rename, move, and copy) files at a server. 

– You need to logon to an FTP server. 

– However, publicly available files are easily 
accessed using anonymous FTP. 

Hosting Services
(Cont’d)



Hosting Services
(Cont’d)

Blog

(short for weblog) is a personal online journal 
that is frequently updated and intended for 
general public consumption. 

– Blogs are defined by their format: a series 
of entries posted to a single page in 
reverse-chronological order.

– Blogs generally represent the personality 
of the author or reflect the purpose of the 
website that hosts the blog. 



Hosting Services
(Cont’d)

– Topics sometimes include brief 
philosophical musings, commentary on 
Internet and other social issues, and links 
to other sites the author favors, especially 
those that support a point being made on 
a post.  

– The author of a blog is often referred to as 
a blogger. 



Purchase/Sales (Carts)
– Just like purchasing products from 

Sears.com, you can also add products to 
your website for “the world” to purchase.  

– They can make their selections and then 
finalize their Order (called a Cart) and then 
pay by Credit Card.  

– You can use PayPal to do the credit card 
transactions for you.  Of course you have to 
have a product or service to sell.

Hosting Services
(Cont’d)



Advertising
– Have you ever seen websites with 

advertisements for Amazon.com? 
– You can request from Amazon.com to allow 

their link on your website for the purchase of 
a book that you might reference on your 
website.  

– Amazon might pay you $.15 per Internet 
Surfer that makes a purchase from 
Amazon.com that used the link on your 
website to get to theirs (remember the 
Hosting Hidden Advantages).

Hosting Services
(Cont’d)



Advertising
– The more advertising agreements you have 

the more links you have and potentially the 
more money your website can make for you 
(while you are sleeping).

Hosting Services
(Cont’d)



Templates
– Hosting companies have pre-prepared outlines that 

you can use to create your website.
– Some companies offer upwards of hundreds of 

these to
– You can choose the best “look” that will best suit 

your business.  
– Go through the list of their outlines, called templates, 

and select the one you like and the color scheme, 
then just add your content to it.  

– The hosts “template” will do the rest.  It will format 
the text, the font and the layout so that it looks 
professional, 

Hosting Services
(Cont’d)



Graphics
– On websites you can essentially put 

anything you want.  websites can 
accept almost any kind of graphic 
format you wish to use. 

– What this means is you can add .jpg, 
.gif, bmp, mpg, flash, Quicktime, .Avi, 
etc to your websites.

– These are all different formats of 
graphics.

Hosting Services
(Cont’d)



Graphics
– The most compelling issue is graphic size.  
– Mpg, Flash, Quicktime and .Avi are movie 

type graphics.  
– They are rather sizable, sometimes as much 

as 2 MB for a 2 or 3 minute movie.  
– You can have identical pictures in .jpg, gif, 

and bmp formats.  The bmp could be 2 MB, 
the .jpg could be 754 KB and the gif could be 
78 KB.

Hosting Services
(Cont’d)



Situation:
A user goes to your website and it appears to 
take forever to load on the screen.   It is 
because there are too many large graphics 
being downloaded.

Result:
Most users get frustrated and decide to move 
on to the next website.  They never wait long 
enough to see the content of your site.  This is 
especially true of users with slower internet 
connection speeds, like dial-up or weak DSL 
connections 

Hosting Services
(Cont’d)



Hosting Services (Cont’d)

Colors
– You can have most any color of Template 

and or font color on your website.

– Be selective as to the colors you use.  If 
you select a bright bold harsh color, users 
will quickly become agitated or 
discouraged by your website.  The colors 
can be “hard on the eyes”.

– When using colors be considerate of the 
reader.



Hosting Services (Cont’d)

Content
– The content of your website should be 

clear concise and informative.

– Make sure you organize the content of 
your site in groups of information and 
that you do not ramble.

– Think of other sites you have been to.  
In most cases you can have at a 
minimum the following pages:

*  Home * About Me/Us
*  Contact Me/Us * Services
*  Fees



Hosting Services (Cont’d)

Content (cont’d)
– The preceding pages are common and 

understood.  
– Now you can divide your content into those 

categories and your information will fall into 
place.  

– As you start with this basic function, you may 
decide to add additional pages that contain 
other information that is either too lengthy to 
add to the pages or are different all together 
from the content of the pages.

Let’s look as some examples…



Example A/Discussion

Discussion:



Example A/Discussion

Discussion:

White Space – there is a lot of white space on 
this page

Placement – It appears that the Navigation bar 
is in the middle of the page

Plain – does this page reach out and grab

you?



Discussion

Example B/Discussion 



Discussion:

Harsh font – do you feel that the font is 
easy on the eyes?

Spacing – they could have filled empty 
space better by creating multiple columns 
rather than everything in a single column 

Example B/Discussion 



Discussion:

Example B/Discussion 



Discussion:

Let me count the ways - this notary decided 
that some of the pages on his/her site were 
no longer needed

Graphics - were deleted from his website, 

Links – he/she left the links to the graphics 
and did not edit the main page.

Example C/Discussion 



Example D/Discussion 

Discussion:



Example D/Discussion 

Discussion:

Font Size – this site appears to be IN YOUR 
FACE

Content – too much on one page, info could 
have been organized differently

Navigation – No navigation bar, just links to 
other pages, again organization

Wasted space – everything is laid out in a 
column nothing is beside anything else.



Example E/Discussion 

Discussion:



Example E/Discussion 

Discussion:

Home Page – Not lengthy

Navigation Bar – to organize info

Colors – easy on the eyes

Font – easy to read, NOT IN YOUR FACE

Graphics – Does not overpower the layout of 
the page



Discussion:

Example F/Discussion 



Discussion:

Home page – Not lengthy.

Layout – This site was built using a Template.

White Space – moderate but obvious empty 
space.

Navigation Bar - is on the opposite side from 
other sites so far.

Information – located in tabbed locations.

Graphics – does not overpower the user or 
the content.

Example F/Discussion 



☺Go to other websites of people or companies 
that offer similar services as you do and take a 
look at the layout, color and content of their 
website.  

☺Jot down the things you like and don’t like about 
their sites.  Use these likes and dislikes to help 
you decide how your site should look.

☺Get a second opinion.  Show your proposed site 
to a friend/colleague; see if they see your 
website as you intended it to be seen.  Often we 
get too involved in our own websites and can’t 
see the forest for the trees 

Tips 



☺Be picky.  If a graphic does not look good to you, 
then replace it.  If it does not look good to you it 
won’t look good to anyone else. 

☺Surf, visit your website from different computers 
and check to see how long it takes to load on 
these other computers.

☺Check to see if everything looks the same on 
these different computers.

☺You may hear resolution referred to as 640x480, 
600x800 or even 1024x768.  This is the number 
of pixels wide by the number of pixels tall on the 
screen.

Tips 



☺Different computers have different resolutions.  
That means, when you look at one computer you 
see a lot of things that appear small and then 
look at another computer that shows a lot less 
things but they appear bigger.  This can affect 
the look of your website.

☺Visit your own website often.  This does not 
mean that you have to update it every day.  Just 
go to it fairly often and check to see if the info is 
still valid update at least every 6 months,

☺does it really look the way you intended 
(remember the guy who deleted pages).

Tips 



☺ Is what you see the way you want your 
business displayed to the world?

Questions?

Tips 


